
 

 

                                    

 

Teacher:  Jani Rima                         Higley High School                       

Email:jani.rima@husd.org               Voice Mail: 480.279.7477 

Office Hours: Monday and Wednesday from 2:15-3:15. Office hours are subject to change based 

on meetings or unforeseen circumstances. Please check my availability in advance. 
     

Course Description: Honors Algebra 2 is intended to prepare students for more advanced 

mathematics courses. The emphasis in this course will be on learning mathematics from four 

related perspectives: numerical, analytical, graphical, and verbal. A graphing calculator (TI-84 or 

TI-84 Plus) is strongly recommended for students enrolled in this course.  Classroom instruction 

will be done on a TI-84 Plus.  

 

Graphing Calculator - TI-83 or TI-84is strongly recommended 

Cell phone calculators are not allowed during testing. 

 

Textbook: Glencoe Algebra 2, 2018, McGraw Hill 

Required Materials  

• A spiral notebook for Honors Algebra 2 Notes 

• Graphing calculator 

• Pencils/Eraser  

• Colored Pen for correcting 

• Glue Stick 
 

Student progress during the course will be measured by the following elements: 

Formative Assessments (Assessments for learning) 

Students are expected to check their understanding of unit learning goals daily.  The most 

common type of formative assessment is practice work (at home or in-class).  Practice work is 

reviewed (debriefed) daily, giving students immediate feedback about their knowledge and an 

opportunity to improve their understanding by asking clarifying questions before a summative 

assessment. Formative assessments will be given to allow students to practice test-taking skills 



and to formalize their understanding of unit concepts and skills.  These formative assessments 

may or may not be scored but will always provide students with immediate feedback about 

what they know and can do at that moment in time.  Students will use the information/data 

provided through formative assessments to guide future studies and practice as they work 

toward mastery of the concepts and skills of this class. 

Summative Assessments (Assessments of learning)  

Summative assessments – such as a quizzes and tests – will be given during the study of a 

unit’s concepts and skills and will be used to shape instruction during the unit.  An end-of-unit 

summative assessment will be given for each unit of study and will represent all the learning 

goals within that unit.  Summative assessments may include items that are multiple-choice, 

free-response, short writing response, or any combination of these.   

Opportunities to show growth will occur in each unit. Mid-summative scores for each quarter 

may be grade-replaced with a higher end-of-quarter summative score. Within each semester, 

students will be assessed cumulatively over all material studied to that point.  These 

assessments will be summative in nature and will be represented as a portion of the student’s 

summative assessment grade. 

Practice Work:  (Method of learning) 

Homework/ Classwork/ Homework Quizzes 

The practice-work category includes classwork, homework, homework quizzes, and group-

work done in class. The primary purpose of practice-work in mathematics is to enhance 

classroom learning.  Assigned practice-work will be completed either in the classroom or at 

home in a timely manner.  Both the student and the teacher use practice-work to evaluate the 

learning process.  Practice-work also provides the student the opportunities to: 

• Refine their skills through practice 

• Check for understanding (includes checking answers to assignment) 

• Develop independent learning skills, including the use of resources such as the textbook and 

class notes 

• Apply and investigate learned concepts in new contexts and preview new content 

Please keep in mind that practice-work goes beyond the solving of assigned problems.  For 

practice-work to be an effective part of the learning process, it consists not only of written work 

but also of reflection by the student on his or her level of understanding. 

 

 



While each classroom provides a unique learning experience, the following practice-work 

standards exist for all mathematics courses: 

• Practice-work is assigned daily and due at the beginning of the next class meeting.   

• Students should typically expect to invest 30 – 40 focused minutes per assignment.  The 

required time varies by both student and topic. 

• The quality of work should provide enough detail to convey the problem-solving process to 

other students and to the teacher. 

• Students are expected to check their work for accuracy. 

• Students are expected to follow up on practice-work difficulties with available resources, 

including the textbook, class notes, the teacher, and classmates. 

All students are expected to complete homework daily and be prepared to turn it in at the 

beginning of the next class meeting. Homework may be collected at random. 

Grade Calculation and Assessment Explanation: 

Assessment will be both formative and summative. Formative assessments may occur daily 

to give students multiple opportunities to show knowledge prior to a summary assessment. 

Formative assessments may be scored to inform students of what they know and what they need 

to study/practice in preparation of mastering the concepts and skills and for future summative 

assessment.  Summative assessments afford students an opportunity to show their knowledge 

during and at the end of a unit and cumulatively over the course of the semester and year.  Any 

missed assessments or assignment will be entered as a zero until the work is made up.  Students 

who are absent on the day of a test are expected to take the test upon their return to class. 

Revision of missed items on all assessments is expected as a part of a student’s work toward 

mastery of the course concepts and skills.   

As we progress through the semester, grades are weighted in the following manner: 

Practice Work  10%          Summative Assessments 90%       

Practice work and summative assessments will account for 80% of the semester grade. A 

cumulative final exam will reflect the learning goals of the entire semester and will be worth 

the remaining 20% of the semester grade.  

 

 

Grading Scale  

A: 90%-100% B: 80%-89%        C:70%-79%         D: 60%-69%         F: 0%-59% 

 



Responsibilities/Classroom Expectations 

My Responsibilities as your Teacher 

1.     To treat you with care and respect as individuals. 

2.     To teach the required content. 

3.     To provide the opportunity and guidance for you to be successful. 

4.     To encourage the integrity of every student. 

5.     To give you feedback on your progress and update grades in a timely manner. 

6.     To be here when you need help. 

Your Responsibilities as my Students 

1.     To treat your peers and me with care and respect as individuals. 

2.     To attend class regularly and on time. 

3.     To study and to do quality work. 

4.     To be an active learner, accountable and responsible for the information. 

5.     To give Honors Algebra 2 your complete attention by storing your cell phone in the 

assigned storage pocket. 

 

Aleks: Aleks modules may be assigned throughout this course to help practice important 

concepts. Module assignments will be a portion of the quarter grade.  

Mathematical Practices and Habits of Mind will be taught, integrated and assessed in each 

unit of study.  The goal is to give you the tools necessary for a successful high school 

mathematics experience and prepare you for college level mathematics.  I look forward to a 

challenging and successful year.  Thank you in advance for the efforts you will employ for 

success this school year.  

 

Resources: Homework assignments and lessons will be posted on Canvas. 

 

 

 



Cell Phone / Behavior Policy:   Respect for teachers, students, the learning process, and our 

campus is always expected. Cell phones are not allowed in class. When you enter class, you are 

expected to turn your cell phone off and place it in your assigned storage pocket. Any phones 

that are out during class time will be sent to the front office to be picked up after the school day. 

All school rules outlined in the student handbook as they pertain to electronics, dress code, food 

and drink, language, and behavior will be strongly enforced in this class.  Students who do not 

adhere to the school rules, classroom expectations or interrupt the educational process will first 

be given a verbal warning, second parental communication, and then be assigned ASD, and 

finally receive a referral to administration. 

Tardy Policy: If you are tardy to class, your entrance is disruptive to the learning process, and 

you miss information necessary for your success. After first tardy, the student will be given a 

verbal warning. After the second tardy, parents will be contacted. After the third tardy, the 

student will be assigned ASD, and subsequent tardies may result in a referral to administration. 

Students who are more than 10 minutes tardy will be marked absent. 

 

District Policies 

Absences:   A new board policy on states that attendance a student will be considered absent 

from class if they enter the classroom more than ten minutes after the designated start time.  If 

the student has a valid reason to be late to class, it will be an excused absence. The absence will 

be considered unexcused if the student is late without being excused by the school 

administration or the parent signing in the child late.  If you would like to receive attendance 

updates throughout the day, you have the option to sign up in ParentVUE. 

The accumulation of excused and unexcused occurrences will result in potential consequences. 

ALL absences accrue towards the limit of 10 per semester. HUSD has implemented a limit of 

ten absences per semester. If the student acquires ten or more absences during the 

semester, the student will lose credit in those classes. To earn credit while auditing a class, 

the student must submit an appeal to administration, attend all classes and complete all 

assignments after the appeal is presented, and pass the semester final exam with a minimum of 

75%. Subsequent appeals can be appealed to the School Board. 

Diversity: All individuals have a right to an educational environment free from bias, prejudice 

and bigotry. As members of the Higley High School educational community, students are 

expected to refrain from participating in acts of harassment that are designed to demean another 

student’s race, gender, ethnicity, religious preference, disability or sexual orientation. 

Communication: Grades are available through ParentVUE/StudentVUE.  All lessons, class 

notes, resources and homework assignments will be posted on Canvas. Students who are absent 

should use resources on Canvas to stay caught up with the class.  

 

 



Office Hours:  My office hours are after school Monday and Wednesday, 2:15-3:15.  

Please let me know if you are coming in after school so I can advise you of any conflicts.  

Office hours are subject to change based on faculty meetings, parent meetings, or personal 

obligations. 

 

 

Acknowledgement of Acceptance of the Course Syllabus 

 

Please acknowledge that you have read all sections of the document entitled Honors Algebra 2 

Rima 2019/20 and agree to abide by all components and statements written therein by 

completing this google doc: 

 

https://forms.gle/qAcPJdNVRwgXbuJZ9 

 

 

 
 

https://forms.gle/qAcPJdNVRwgXbuJZ9

